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Comsearch respectfully submits its comments in response to the

Commission's Notice of Proposed Rule Making (NPRM) in CC Docket 93-

23. In this NPRM the Commission proposes to revise Part 25 of its

Rules to eliminate the licensing requirement for most international

receive-only earth stations in the fixed satellite service.

Comsearch is an independent firm specializing in spectrum

management and frequency coordination of terrestrial microwave,

satellite, and mobile telecommunications systems.

Registration

The NPRM proposes "to establish a streamlined registration program,

similar to that used for domestic receive-only earth stations."l

Under this plan, applicants desiring registration would first

complete frequency coordination, then submit the completed

1 NPRM, CC Docket 93-23, paragraph 15.



application to the Commission. The Commission would assign the

application a file number, place it on pUblic notice as accepted

for filing, and the station would be automatically authorized 30

days after notice if no objections are received. The Commission

will not assign a call sign but intends the file number to be the

sole reference to the station.

Comsearch supports the Commission's effort to streamline the

licensing process and protect the integrity of the frequency

coordination process.

Modifications to Registration

The NPRM also proposes "that applications need not be filed for

assignments, transfers or modifications to a registration, which

is not licensed under Title III. II Continuing, liThe Commission

should be notified simply by letter of any changes to the

registration, including cessation of operations. 1I2

Comsearch believes that allowing modifications to registrations

without public notice or coordination will be detrimental to the

interference protection afforded both the applicant and other

authorized users. When modifications to a registration are made

there are several reasons why the proposed changes need to be made

known to the public.

2 NPRM, CC Docket 93-23, paragraph 15.



1. Change of Antenna Type

A larger antenna does not always have better sidelobe

performance than a smaller antenna and could actually

increase the interference contribution to the environment

at certain discrimination angles. Frequency coordinators

need to know the exact antenna being proposed.

2. Change in Satellite Arc

Any change in the coordinated satellite arc needs to be

made public to ensure adequate protection to the receive­

only user and allow for compatible engineering of future

microwave systems in the area.

3. Change of Loading or Interference Objectives

Changes in loading or interference objectives can change

the spectrum availability in an area based on

interference analysis. This could either require more

stringent protection criteria for the receive-only user

or reduce the criteria for engineering the surrounding

environment.

4. Change in Coordinates

Coordinate changes can adjust angles and the

corresponding discrimination gain of the earth station

antenna toward surrounding users. These changes could

alter the existing interference environment.



5. Assignments and Transfers

Without notification of assignment or transfer of

stations there would be no way for the industry to update

contacts for the station. The user may not be notified

of new system coordinations in the area, thereby causing

potential interference conflicts or additional delays in

the coordination process.

Comsearch proposes that these modifications be reported through the

coordination or pUblic notice processes. This action will continue

to protect the integrity of databases used for interference

analysis and eliminate the possibility of avoidable interference

conflicts occurring.

Respectfully Submitted,
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